Burnaby Central English Department
Frequently Asked Questions
1. How can I support my child’s learning in high school English Language Arts courses?

The best way to help your child is to encourage them to read a variety of texts for pleasure.  Studies have shown that even reading for 10-15 minutes a day can improve a student’s academic success.  Regular reading practice will help to build stamina and fluency, as students encounter more challenging texts in the senior grades.  It will also help to teach them vocabulary in context, which will improve writing.

2. My child was an avid reader in grades 5-7 and now they don’t want to read anymore.  What can I do?
Student choice and engagement are important when helping teens choose books.  It has been said, “there is no such thing as a child who hates to read, there are only children who have not found the right book”.  When students get the right book in their hands, they become passionate readers.  Look for books connected to television and movies they have enjoyed, books recommended by friends or on top teen lists, or books that are part of a series.  If a student gets hooked on the first book in a series, they will have the next one to go to!  Many students are also exploring non-fiction memoir, audio books, and podcasts now that e-reading has become so accessible.  Download the Libby App and use your Burnaby Public Library card to view or listen to the latest books for free.
3. Do you offer enriched or honours courses in the English department?
No, we currently do not offer an enrichment program in the English Department at Burnaby Central.  We have found that when junior students are not streamed into honours classes, they have the opportunity to collaborate and learn from others with different learning styles.  As students move into grades 10-12, we do have a variety of core courses and electives students can choose from to meet their individual tastes.  There is also a lot of choice in reading materials at each grade level, as we do not use prescribed course texts. Enrichment is always possible for motivated students in all classes.
4. Are there any recommended texts my child should preview for the next grade level?
With the new curriculum, teachers have more flexibility to choose texts that meet the diverse needs of their class.  Oftentimes, students will be involved in class literature circles or independent novel studies based on a course theme or student choice.  Reading anything for pleasure over the summer months or the semester your child does not have an English class is beneficial.
5. In grades 10 and 11 students have a variety of English course options they can choose from. What course is the best one to take if my child is university bound?
The new curriculum provides students the opportunity to explore a variety of different English Language Arts topics in grades 10 and 11 such as First Peoples Literature, Creative Writing, New Media, Literary Studies, Composition, and Spoken Language.  In all courses, students will continue to practice their reading, writing, and speaking skills through the study and creation of a variety of written and visual texts.  The only difference is the “lens” that students will use to look at these works.  For example, a creative writing class may respond by writing a short story, whereas a spoken language class may write a script and create a podcast.  The best way to choose your course option is to read the course descriptions and see what piques your interest. Some teachers also offer specialty course options in Grade 11 such as Creative Writing: Comedy, Creative Writing: Personal Empowerment, Literary Studies: Feminist Literature, Literary Studies: Classic and Contemporary Literature, etc.). 

6. Do all grade 10 English students have to take English First Peoples and Literary Studies?

Yes. As a part of reconciliation in education, Burnaby Central Students are required to take Literary Studies AND an English First Peoples course (in Creative Writing, New Media, and Spoken Language). 

7. What is the difference between a required English course and an elective course?

At each grade level a student must take a required English credit.  In grades 11 and 12, students who are interested in pursuing an “arts” focused program may consider taking additional English electives.  For example, a student in grade 11 could take Literary Studies 11 as their required course, and then take Creative Writing 11 as an elective.  A grade 12 student could take English Studies 12 to fulfil their graduation requirement, and then take Composition 12: Academic Reading and Writing as an additional elective course.  We have many choices to offer, so be sure to read through our course offerings page.

8. Is the Literacy Assessment in grade 10 and 12 a part of the English curriculum?

[bookmark: _GoBack]ALL students are required to write a Literacy Assessment in both grades 10 and 12; however, this assessment is not connected to a student’s English course. This assessment will be written outside of English class and is an essential requirement of graduation. 
  




