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The Beaver Hat

What was special about the beaver pelts? Once a trapper had
captured a beaver, he skinned the dead animal and removed
the long hair from the pelt, leaving the shorter hairs. These
shorter hairs were closer to the skin and could produce a soft
felt that was strong and long-lasting. The beaver pelts were
also waterproof and could be made into hats of various

shapes. “Fur Trade 15005 to 1700s”. A Country by Consent, Artitic Productions

Limited, www.canadahistoryproject.ca/1663/1663-05-fur-trade.htm .
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THE FUR TRADE

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN COMPLETE SENTENCES

9. What kind of beaver hair was used to make a hat?

10. Did beaver hats protect from the rain?

11. How many styles of hats could be made from pelts?
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What was traded for beaver pelts? Jacques Cartier traded things he
had with him such as knives, pots, red hats, blankets, tools and
liquor in exchange for animal skins. The First Nations Peoples
supplied him with fur from foxes, minks, martens, and beavers.
Decades later, the Europeans Explorers focused on trading primarily
beavers as it was discovered they were ideal for creating soft felt
which could later be made into fine hats. This fashion craze lasted
until about the mid-1800s when the demand for beaver faded and

hats were constructed from silk.

Who were the first European Explorers to trade with the
First Nations Peoples? The French were the first to interact
with the First Nations Peoples and develop the fur trade. King
Frangois of France wanted to keep all the profits for his own
country and passed laws to prevent independent fur traders
from doing business. But, young and adventurous men with
an entrepreneurial spirit known as coureurs-des-bois (runners
in the woods) didn’t listen to the king and traded beaver furs

independently.
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THE FUR TRADE

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN COMPLETE SENTENCES

12. What items were traded for beaver pelts?

13. When did the Fur Trade end and why?

14. Who were the first European Explorers to buy furs?






