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In 1670 a group of men petitioned the King of England to grant them a
monopoly over the fur trade in Canada’s north. The Royal Charter issued
by Charles Il provided Rupert’s Land. This was all the land flowing into
Hudson’s Bay. It also established the which
played an important role in the development of Canada. The Royal
Charter granted on May 2, 1670 to and his partners made
them “true lords and proprietors” of all the lands drained by Hudson’s
Bay, about 1.5 million square miles. It was one of the largest real estate
deals in history. This immense territory came to be called

and included about 40% of today’s Canada and significant parts of

Minnesota and North Dakota.
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THE FUR TRADE

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN COMPLETE SENTENCES

24. What was Rupert’s Land?

25. Who was Prince Rupert? (A research question)

26. How much Canadian land did it include?
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Why were the First Nations People needed? After the Royal Charter,
the Hudson Bay Company built trading posts on Rupert’s land, and
made efforts to reach out to the Aboriginals for the purpose of
capitalizing on the fur trade and generating profits. They trapped the
beaver which was traded. How did it work? The European traders
exchanged useful and practical items such as pots, pans, kettles,
blankets, mirrors, weapons and manufactured goods that were not
otherwise available to the Aboriginals. The First Nations People liked to
maximize their profits and travelled around to various trading posts to
see which post would give them the best trade for their pelts. In order
to prevent competition between the trading posts, the Hudson Bay
Company created a document called the “Standard of Trade

Document” and it was used by all trading posts.
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THE FUR TRADE

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN COMPLETE SENTENCES

27. Why were the First Nations People needed?

28. What did the First Nations People like to do?

29. Why was the “Standard of Trade” document important?





image5.png
What was the significance of the Fur Trade for Natives? Positives:
The Fur Trade was beneficial for both the Natives and the French

Coureur du bois (Voyageurs) for a period of time.

For example,
Natives traded beaver pelts for useful manufactured items like
knives, hatchets, rifles and pistols. They obtained household items
such as blankets, kettles, pots, beads, buttons, cloth, scissors, spoons
and shoes. These items improved their quality of life in many ways.
Last but not least, beaver pelts were exchanged for brandy, whisky
and tobacco. Negatives: Contact with the European Fur Traders was

not all positive. Diseases for which the Natives had not been exposed

to such as measles, small pox, bubonic plague, tuberculosis and

influenza decimated their population. It is recorded millions of
Natives died from European diseases during the first two centuries
following contact. In terms of death tolls, smallpox killed the greatest
number, followed by measles, influenza, and bubonic plague. Natives
were not used to alcohol and the brandy or whisky (fire water) that

was traded for beaver pelts. Some craved the liauor and this

developed alcoholism problems.
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THE FUR TRADE

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN COMPLETE SENTENCES

69. What were some benefits for the Natives in the Fur Trade?

70. What were some negatives for the First Nations People in the Fur

Trade?

71. How did alcohol affect the First Nations people?






