
| Rules and Whydo people organize themselves

Rulers into societies?

: THIS
Imagine that you are shipwreckedon an island with no hopeYjy

Think of any group you of rescue. To survive, you will have to figure out howtolive Yf‘

eet0ee* together. Whowill be in charge? Whatrules will you have?

people share? Whatrules How will everyone’s needs and wants besatisfied? How can

does everybody follow? Who (ou WFR tegether fartite goodofall?

makes the rules? How would

the groupbe different if there

were no rules?

ae” =This place
om -~—___/ could be dangerous,

groups: builders, I’m going to support
hunters, fishers, someone who can

protectus.
We need d <

rules...everyone has ;
to know the proper fe
ways to behave. <=    

    
The systems and How somesocieties The lasting influences The role of human

structures that help become more complex of ancient Greek Tights within societies
organize societies democracy    



1:(€ 1B)272 Increasingly complex societies require new systems of law and government.

| am clearly
the strongest one
here...everyone
should listen to

The only ITN Ma. what | say! _

af way wewill all LS SS 1

Who will ay survive is if we | as

make decisions |} worktogether. .

 
= Who knows

how to fish? “=

I’m going to
build a raft before

someoneassigns me
to cleanup duty!

I say we
start by building a
shelter. We can

vote onit. fl ~~ Be : Unravel iwat3 Past

teat)

If you were to design

a government, what

would it look like? What

issues would it have to

deal with? Who would

make decisions?
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Investigate

Humansare social beings. They naturally form groups. Think

of all the groups that you belong to. They might include your

family, your clan, your school, a club, a sports team,a social

media group, or a group offriends. Larger groups you belong

to include your community, your province, and your country.

A society is a group of people wholive together

in an organized way. A society can be small or

large, less complex or more complex. The people

7” within a society share a way oflife. Every society
Makea list of the specific groups : ; . ‘ is
datyobaldrto: Decors must decide howit will function and how decisions

will be made.leadership, decision-making

process, roles and responsibilities

of members, and goals of the group.

Whatis a

society?

A societyis a community with

agreed-upon customs and

organization. 
  

Whydoesevery group haveto decide
how its memberswill get along? What
would happenif they didn’t?

  
 

v Bhutan is a small country located between India and China. Look at this chart

to see what solutions Bhutan has foundto addresstheissuesall societies face. Issue: We need to

organize ourselves.

Solution: Social structures

Issue: We need someone
to be in charge.

Solution: Political systems

Issue: We needrules.

Solution: Legal systems
    

In manysocieties, people

belong to various classes, or social

divisions. These classes are often

determined by how much power,

education, or wealth a family has.

t inate Ab acs ee

A Atleast 56 percent of the people

of Bhutan are farmers.  

All societies need a way to make

decisions to protect and sustain

the society. Political systems

take many forms, from shared

leadership to rule by one.

sar Namgyel Wangchuck

was crownedking of Bhutan in 2006.

A Jigme  

All societies have rules. These

may be customs, a code of

behaviour, or written laws. These

laws ensure that everyone knows

their rights and responsibilities.

A This court building is one of
many in Bhutan wherethe laws

of the country are upheld.
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Less Complex Societies

   
Society Society.
Members Members

Society
-Members

The earliest humanslived in small societies,

sometimes madeupofjust a few families. People
spent mostof their time finding food and shelter.
Leadership was provided by those with knowledge
and experience. People shared what they needed
and possibly traded with other groups. Children
learned skills from their parents orolderrelatives.

 

More ComplexSocieties * What do the diagrams

tell you about power

and wealth? oe

* Why do we show .

different societies using

different shapes?

  

  
  

As societies grew larger, they became more
complex. People had to decide how decisions
would be made, who would make them, and

whatrules to follow. They developed more
complex systemsfor trade. Leaders might
decide what and how children learned, or

create systemsof taxation to pay for roads, een

buildings, or defence. What other shapes_

could you useto

show how societies

are organized?

 

Issue: We need people to get Issue: We need to gather and 34 re
things done. share resources.

Solution: Government systems Solution: Economic systems

Larger societies need a system An economic system determines The governneney Bhutanny

for acting on the decisions of whocan access resources and how regularly measures thea

the leadership. Government those resourcesare distributed. By happinessofits people. aS

employees work to protect and buying and selling lumber, for 3

sustain the society. example, many people can benefit.

 

A The Bhutanese governmenthires A Shops and marketstalls help support

teachers to educate the country’s children. the economy of Bhutan. 
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_ writing syster 

What Makes a Society Complex?

    
  

Manysocieties became more complex when

their populations gained a reliable food source. For

example, the rich natural environmentin coastal

_ British Columbia has long provided a reliable food
eosource. Some societies founda reliable source

through farming andraising animals.

Agriculture led manyancl0

societies to adapt and

Is there anything toda

might prompt Canadian és

o
How Agricultural Societies Become More Complex

  
Planting, growing, and harvesting With reliable food supply, people
food created a reliable food supply. had more children.The population grew.

Food Surpluses

Vulhe
A growing population meant

 

Surplus food could be sold and the
more people were growingfood. moneyused to buy goods andservices.
People had more food than they Some people developed newskills to
needed—asurplus. provide these goodsandservices.

CPRSTnAte RITrae x TRS ears

   
 

This flow cha

1! IncreasedSocial a
Yo Complexity \

SU
Somevillages grew into towns and Overtime, somesocieties divided into social
cities. People constructed larger classes. Some people had more wealth and
buildings and protective walls. powerthan others, creating inequality. Laws

werecreated to help people get along and
to ensure that the society would flourish.
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WhyDo SomeSocieties Develop Class Systems?

A hierarchyis a ranking of groups of

people within a society—some groups are

more powerful or respected than others. A

social scientist might ask why somesocieties

have these hierarchies and howtheyaffect

To answer those questions, a social scientist

would consider the concept of inequality,

which can occur when some people have

more wealth or powerthan others.

In many ancient societies, children took

all the people in the society. on the roles of their parents. The children

of sword makers would likely become

sword makers. The children of servants

would likely becomeservants. Over time,

any inequalities in a society becamefixed

into a class structure. Certain people

belonged to certain classes. You were born

into your class.

 

  

    

 

_ What examples
_ powercan you se
school, or comm

ofinequalityfair? Exp
SSSI

 

Wealth Inequality In many complex societies, some people have more wealth than others.

People with more moneyorland, or those with highly valued skills, tend

to have access to better homes, more food, and more education.
 

PowerInequality In many complex societies, some people have more powerthan others

becauseoftheir situation. For example, the managerof a bakery has the

powerto hire orfire employees.    
A Howdowealth and powerinequalities overlap? Think of an example.

Ancient India Ancient China

   
A Thesocieties of ancient India and China were hierarchies that can be shown as

pyramids. The more peoplein a certain class, the larger the piece of the pyramid.

Whatsimilarities and differences do you see between the two pyramids? What do

theytell you about each society? Why would there be fewer peopleat the “top”

and more on the “bottom”?
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WUT -eetold CTOayUti ahgel!

 

The society of ancient Egypt was oneof the largest and In what ways would a

longest-lasting of the ancient world. It began in about society have to organize

3000 scx and lasted about 3000 years. Demographers estimate if it wanted to grow and
trade food on

a

large scale?
that during the Old Kingdom period (2650-2150 sce), the

population could have reached two million.

Ancient Egyptians were someofthe first farmers

in the world, growing wheat and barley along the Nile

River. They raised cattle, sheep, and other animals for

food. The abundanceof food led to rapid population

growth and a highly organized society. 
 

|

| | As the population grew, .| :

 

many new trades could

: | } be supported. Weavers AncientEpynt  
woveflax into fabric for

clothing. Jewellers created luxury items made of gold

and precious stones. Sculptors and architects constructed

huge monuments. Trade developed along the Nile River

| and with other peoples in the Mediterranean region.

|

}

 This makeup box was owned by Merit, who was

married to Kha, an architect. They lived around| Authority in Egypt wasin the
| 1440-1350 sce. The bottles and jars contained perfume hands of the pharaoh, a ruler

whowasbelieved to berelated

to the sun god, Ra. The pharaoh

held complete power over the

land and the people. How might

people behaveif they believe

a ruler can control everything,

including the success of a harvest?

and makeup. The box contains needles,

i Tieie HPpins, and combs. Whatcan youinfer

p ae Ns about Merit, and her life, by this set

of artifacts? What doesthe quality of

the workmanshiptell you about

ancient Egypt?

   

  
   
  

 
g

The image above shows

part of a golden throne found

in the tomb of Tutankhamun

(about 1341-1323 sce).It

showsthe pharaohwith his wife,

Ankhesenamun. What details

do you seein this scene? What

do theytell you aboutthis pair?
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Scribe recording
The pharaoh had tax collectors who numberofcattle Meketre, ownerof the cattle |

sent the largest share of the crops

to the pharaoh. The pharaohalso ——— ny.

commandedthe army. Powerful acess ns

priests and wealthy nobles (people cattle with a stick |)

with high rank) guided the pharaoh

in making decisions. Government

workers maintained society and kept

the peace. What other tasks might

they have carried out?

This model was found in the tomb

of Meketre, the royal chief steward

of Thebes. It showshis cattle being

driven past him as a scribe creates

a record. This record will tell the

government how much tax Meketre

must pay. Which layers of society are

 

   

 

ate 5
represented in this model? All four artifacts on these two

Pages were madebyancient
Egyptians. What do theytell us

: about ancient Egyptian society?

‘_ Ancient Egyptians viewed laws as a way

to ensure social justice. Unless you were

a slave, everyone, regardless of gender,

wealth, or social position, was treated

as equal underthe law. By law, both

women and men could ownproperty,

inherit wealth, and seek justice in

court. A council of high-ranking

officials would hear court cases. People

who were brought before the court

had to swearto tell the truth. What

parallels can you see with the

Canadian legal system today?

This image appears in the tomb of Nefertari, queen of Egypt,

who died about 1255 sce. The image shows the goddess Ma’at,

spreading her wings to offer protection. Ma’at represented justice,

truth, and harmony. Why would the pharaoh turn to Ma’atfor

guidance when newlaws were needed?
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At LAG same time ancient Egypt was Not all Firs Reaeieea

flourishing, another people on the other Canada have the same

side of the world had already developed social structure as the

a complex society on the islands of Haida eeMii
ee ‘ okies ind out more

Gwaii. The Haida developed a distinct indigenous soci

society that bound together multiple structures in Canada?

villages with commonsocial, political,

legal, government, and economic systems.

 

First Peoples’ cultures reflect the

lands in which they live. Haida

Gwaii is very rich in marinelife

| : and cedarforests. Resources on

| bdHaida Haida Gwaii were owned byclans and families. Everyone had
| | wealth of somekind. Haida leaders, called “chiefs,” worked

with families, clans, and matriarchs to make decisions

about resources andto settle conflicts. Customary laws were

understood and followed by everyoneinthe society.

The photo above shows razor clams on North Beach,

in Naikoon Provincial Park in Haida Gwaii. Theislands of

Haida Gwaii provided manynatural resources: cedar,

edible plantsand berries, shellfish, salmon, halibut, and

plants for medicine.

    

    

 

 

 

 

    

 
Haida chiefs have poles or posts in front of their homes to

let people know wholives there. A post might include a

raven or an eagle to indicate the chief's moiety (social

group). All Haida people belong to one of the two

moieties, which are further divided into clans. Children

become membersof their mother’s clan. Today, every

Haida community includes members from multiple clans.

If two communities were in disagreement, how might the

clan system help them resolve their differences?

This photograph shows master carver and hereditary

chief 7Zidansuu (Edenshaw) James Hart finishinga special

17-metre pole he carved in Old Massett on Haida Gwaii. It

wasraised at the University of British Columbia in 2017

and called “the Reconciliation Pole.” —
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Whatdo the images on

Haida clans are made upoffamilies. The oldest these two pagestell us
about Haidasociety?

andmost respected family memberisthe chief of

the family. Chiefs of families that control more
natural resources have a higher rank

within the clan. The chief of the most

respected family becomesthechief of

the clan. Womenare highly regarded
as leaders, advisors, and giversoflife.

Chiefdomsare usually passed on to the

chief's oldest sister’s oldest son. How

might this practice maintain continuity

over time?

Thephotoat right shows Guujaaw
(Gidansda), hereditarychief of the

Gakyals KiiGawaayclan.Like the
hereditary chiefsof the past, heleads
his people in making decisions about

land, rights, protocols, and resources.

Today, theHaidaalso have elected chiefs

whotake on someofthat responsibility.
Inthis photo, Guujaawis hosting a potlatch—a

ceremony that marks important events. During these

celebrations, the host displays andsharesgifts. The

  

qualityof these gifts shows respect for the guests. A V Haida master carverVictor

chief’s authority is dependent upontherespect that Adamsspentthree years carving

he ear P Sates ea iy Hi d ieeu this seven-metre-long canoe.

eearns. pestige is always sought and attainec - Ahan dawas tinisied Into7t, it

through the distribution ofwealth. wasthefirst ocean-going Haida
canoeto be built in decades.

Adamsspent hours speaking

with Haida Elders before he

began. Why would he take
the timeto dothat?   

  

 

  

   
 

Ocean-Going Haida Canoes

The Haida developed transportation technologythat suited their environment.

In orderto travel across the rough Pacific Ocean, they developed a canoe

that remained steady in turbulent seas. This canoe, which was carved

from a single cedar log, could hold dozens of people. The prow

wasnearly vertical, allowing the boatto slice through high

waves. Using these canoes, Haida interacted with peoples

all along the Pacific Coast, as far south

as California.
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° How doeseither the _ How Do People Promote Harmony
Within Societies?
As societies become larger and more complex, people

can comeinto conflict. More than 2000 years ago, a

Greek philosopher named Aristotle studied how some

societies seemed to create social harmony. His ideas

were recorded as what cameto be knownasAristotle’s

“Circle of Justice.” Aristotle believed that only when

rulers cared about the good of the people could they

rule fairly.

  

   
a “good society” NEI
depending onwhich soci

   

 

  

  

    

   

    

yourthinking.

 are most important fora
goodsociety?

The world is a gardenfor the state
to master,

The state is power su,
Ort> Aristotle was an P pported by the law.

ancient Greek

philosopher who

examined the way

societies organized

themselves. Societies

have changed lot since

he lived. Do you view

his ideas as out of date?

Whyor whynot?

The law is policy administered by the king,
The king is a shepherdaa p supported by

The army are assistants providedfarby taxation,

Taxation is sustenancegathered by subjects.
Subjects are slaves providedJor by justice,
Justice is [the harmon that
world a garden,] : fake

 
How is Aristotle’s

“Circle of Justice”

A There are manydifferent versions of Aristotle’s “Circle

of Justice.” This one was recorded by Ibn Khaldun,an

Arab historian wholived in Tunisia in the 14th centuryce.

Howdothefirst and the last sentencescreate a circle?

 

 

     
  

|
)

i ,
Wi Check Your Learning
Hl! |
| | | 1. How do the five systems commontoall Make Connections

Mi societies meet the needs of the people? 4. Howis your school organized? Howis your
| | 2. How does a society become more community organized? If you could change

! | complex? either one, how would you changeit?

i 3. Choose either ancient Egypt or 5. Canada has a complex society with
WI traditional Haida society. Explain many of the same features you have

Viti | the society's social, political, legal, learned about. Does the Canadian
| governmental, and economic systems. model meet Aristotle’s criteria for a

| i | good society? Explain. |

|iS JWa) || |mh) .
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Co Why Does Greek Democracy Matter?

 

Think about the shipwrecked passengers on pages 138-139. Yow mighta

In order to survive, they will have to organize themselves

and decide how to make rules. In that sense, they are like

the people in every society—both in the past and in the

present. What options do they have? Aristotle believed

society ruled by

by one person?

that they have three: rule by one, rule by the few, or rule

by the people.

Rule by One weg

The word monarchy means
“rule by one.” In a monarchy,
onepersonhasall the
power—a monarch’sorders
mustbe followed by
everyone else. The ruler
could be a queen, king,
emperor, or pharaoh. Most
monarchsinherit their
position. Another form of
“rule by one”is a
dictatorship, in which one
person rules byforce.

   
   

OV

Rule by the Few LL

The word oligarchy means
“rule by the few.” In an
oligarchy, a handful of people
have all the power. They get
their power becauseoftheir
birth, education, wealth, or
religious position. They are
sometimes called aristocrats.
Typically, members of an
oligarchy rule in their own
interests.

    

Pa
Rule by the People yt

The word democracy means
“rule by the people.” It comes
from the Greek words demos
(people) and kratos (power or
rule). In a democracy, all the
people share the power. They
express their powerby voting
to decide an issue orelect a
leader. Another form of rule
by the people is consensus
decision making, in which

agreementis reached through
discussion and negotiation.

everyonebe fairer
than a society ruled—

  

 

Vv

With a partner, list as many examples

as possible of Rule by One, Rule by the

Few, and Rule by the People, from

history and today.

Democracy in Ancient Greece
Of the hundredsof ancient societies, ancient

Greece hasparticular significance to the history

of government. The vast majority of ancient societies

were ruled by one person or by the few. About

2500 years ago, ancient Greece developed something

entirely different: democracy.

The democracy of ancient Greece wasdifferent in

some important ways from our own democracy today.It

lasted only a couple of hundredyears, butit influenced

the ancient Romans, who developed a republic

with voting by citizens. After disappearing for many

centuries, democracy re-emerged and is now a major

political system in the world.

    
Democracyis a political

system in which thecitizens

exercise powerdirectly (by
voting on laws) or indirectly

(by electing representatives

to form a governing body,

such as a parliament).
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Why Did Democracy Begin in Ancient Greece?

  

Hi Clty-states are Why would democracy emerge in ancient Greece and

Way Comminaniies wat not somewhereelse? Historians agree that it waslikely
qh iH) govern themselves ; ;
Mil independently lias. a combination of two factors: the place and the people.
Wilt country does, although The ancient Greeks lived in island communities that
| they are much smaller. igalaked tr Inother b tai dThe ocgihal miearunie of were isolated from each other by mountainsand sea.
HN citizen was“city Each city-state had its own system of governmentandits

dweller.” Today, citi : : :] leally cecnnmet| OWn army. The people wholived in each city-state wereis a legally recognized Biel ; : ie
memberof a country. citizens with rights and responsibilities.

HI] The Place | Greek city-states were desirable places to live. The region had

plenty of sun and goodsoil for growingcrops. It had a warm,

|| | dry climate and wasrich in natural resources, includingtrees,
| stone, and metals, as well as the resources of the surrounding

sea. These resources supported a growing population.
|

i

The Major City-States of Ancient Greece

i
wg Te.)-e r
FN ~ > “ ‘

ry ~ oa
i | yy & pg

 

   
      

 

Speculate on

howtheclimate, aeee :
| landforms, and.a,

ies

natural resources —
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The People

Farmers andcraftspeople in the Greek city-states had a strong

interest in protecting their way of life. They decided to arm

themselves to protect what they had. Those who could afford

to buy armour and weaponswerecalled “hoplites” (from the

word hoplon, meaning shield).

Over time, the hoplites saw that they had two important

assets:

e They had their own weapons.

e They had the powerandskills not only to defend thestate
butalso to runit.

Until that time, the city-states had been ruled by a few

wealthy monarchs whoheldall political power. The hoplites We
people want

decided to change that. They had a new idea: they, the people, to change how

should make their own decisions about their own communities. their society

They saw the potential for a new political system in which

ordinary people would have the power. They demandedthe

right to decide how their states would be run. Through both

peaceful and violent means, they wonthat right.

Was run?

This Greek carving

from 390 sce shows

hoplites fightingin battle.

Whymight regular citizens

with fighting skills be

important to the formation

of democracy?
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How Did Democracy Workin Athens?
The city-state of Athens had the longest and strongest

aeyaleee democracyofall the city-states of ancient Greece.It
€torm of self- x

government. That means lasted for almost 200 years. What madeit work so well?

that citizens who had the In part, it was how it was organized. There were threey Pp &
diaswere different governmentbodies responsible for different
requ ;
ie things: the Assembly voted on laws; the Council of 500would bethe pros and cons

of that form of government?) tan the government; and the Court heard legalcases.

Each group was independentof the others.

    

   

Does Canada have

governmentbodies

similar to the three Greek

government bodies?

   

 

   

 

   

  The Council of 500 The Assembly

eComposed of 500 male =e Includedall male
citizens whose names citizens of Athens; for
were drawnbylottery some votes, 6000 citizens

e Served one-year terms were required

eRan the governmentof Athens,
discussing and voting on issues Made lawsandelected all public

officials and military leaders; could

fire dishonestofficials or exile
them

¢ Met 40 times a year

ePlanned the meetings of the
Assembly, which would vote

on the Council’s proposals

The Court

eHeard arguments from the people

eRequired at least 201 jury members to
hear each case (but sometimes more

than a thousand attended)

¢Could draw on a poolof 6000jury
members selected each year from the
male citizens of Athens

 

      

WhoWerethe People of Athens?

Citizens Metics Slaves
Citizens were children of the Metics were residents of Athens Slaves were people legally owned

citizens of Athens. Only male whohad been born outside the either by private Athenians or by

citizens could participate in city-state. They were not allowed the city-state. Many slaves were

voting and governing the to ownland and could not people who had been captured

city-state. A young man became becomecitizens. during war. Slaves could not

a citizen after he finished his becomecitizens.
military service at age 20.

Womencould notparticipate

in Athenian democracy.

How did people’s placeofbirth, age, position in
society, and genderaffect their citizenship and
Participation in government in ancient Athens?
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yourclassmates need to make
together. Use consensus decision
making to reach your decision. Ae ihaades

”
J

o
aad
o
oa

[)
oe

@

ne
Les)

wo
=
7

How Does Consensus Decision Making
Work?
In both Greek and Canadian democracy, the majority rules:

the group with the most votes wins. Is there a better way

to represent the will of the people? First Peoples have been

practising consensus decision making since time immemorial. Consensus

In consensus decision making,the issue is discussed until eaeau

everyone agrees on a solution that is good for everyone. agreement amongall
This diagram showsthe system used by the eMESeF 4 rom

Haudenosaunee (of present-day New York State)

before 1722 cz. At that time, the Haudenosaunee Grand

Council consisted of 50 chiefs from the Five Nations of the

Confederacy: the Mohawk, Seneca, Onondaga, Cayuga, and

Oneida. Every chief heard the viewsof his or her people

before attending Council. The people trusted their chief to

work with the other chiefs to find a solution that was
acceptable to all. Today, many First Peoples continue

to make decisions by working toward consensus.

_ e How does consensus

decision making compare

with voting on an issue?

The government of

| Think of a decision youlan Hisiaa Nunavut uses a form of

consensus decision making

today. Should we change

the federal government

to include a consensus

decision-making process?
     

SJ
ay
jO
lg

Ja
Su

No
,
a
y
y

 

<4 Follow the steps

in the diagram. How

many timesis an

issue discussed? How

does this approach

compare with large-
groupdiscussion of

an issue?
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What Wasthe Influence of Ancient Greek Democracy?

The Greek system of

democracy spread
Can something that a

happenedlong agobe Bg

significant for us today?

Ask: Did it have abi

impact onalotof

people? Diditlasta =

long time? Doesithelp — :

us understand who’

are today?

   

  
   

  

hundred years. Then

Alexander the Great,

the ruler. Democracy

disappeared from the world for almost

two thousandyears.

Eventually, some societies introduced

someform of voting. In early English

society, for example, the Anglo-Saxons

and Normansused a form of voting

after about 1000 cz.

Muchlater, after the American

Revolution in 1776, the United States

declared that all male citizens would have

amongthecity-states,

whereit lasted for a few

Greece was captured by

whodeclared himself

the vote. Neither womennorslaves could

vote. The American founders had taken

inspiration from ancient Greek democracy.

American president Abraham Lincoln

would later describe his country’s system

of governmentas “of the people, by the

people, for the people.” What do you think

he meant?

r CONSIDERTHIS!———____.
Wecall democracy “governmentby the people,”

yet only 20 percent of people were allowed to

vote in ancient Athens. No democracy gave the

vote to more than 50 percent of the population

until about 100 years ago. That was when women

in many democracies began to getthe vote.In

Canada,First Nations people did not get the vote until 1960.  

WhyIs Greek Democracy Significant to Canada?

Over time, countries around the world found their own
ways to put democracy into practice. What has Canadataken
from ancient Greek democracy? How do the two forms of
democracy compare?

WHO HASTHERIGHT TO VOTE?

In Ancient Greece In Canada Today
 

e adult male citizens who

completed military service 
e all adult citizens, including women and

immigrants who becomecitizens   

In Ancient Greece

WHO DOES NOT HAVETHE RIGHT TO VOTE?

In Canada Today
 

° women

> Dotherestrictions

on voting today make

sense? What might you
consider changing?

not a citizen)

© slaves

© children 
e foreigners (anyone whosefather was

¢ adult immigrants whoare notcitizens

° citizens who havelived outside the

countryforfive years

e children (under 18)   
154 The Ancient World to the 7th Century ©P

 



Minister of Justice and Attorney General Jody Wilson-Raybould

(Kwakwaka’wakw) respondsto a question in the House of Commons

in 2017. In direct democracieslike the one in ancient Greece,all

citizens vote on everyissue. In representative democracies such as

Canada’s, citizens vote for a person to represent them. What might

be the pros and consof each form of democracy?

* Think of one way that

Canadian democracy

is similar to the

democracy of ancient

Greece, and one way

that it is different.      
 ¢ Could ancient Greek

democracy workin

Canada?

> Vancouver mayor Gregor Robertson,at far

right, votes in a 2011 civic election. As in ancient

Greece,all votes count equally. Whyis this

important in a democracy?

Onelection day in 2015, federal Green

Party Leader Elizabeth May and her

supporters encourage peopleto vote.

In ancient Greece, citizens were forced

to attend whenthe Assembly needed

citizens to vote. Whyis voter turnout

important? Would the ancient Greek

approachor the Canadian approach

be moreeffective?

 
¥ Citizens in Athens used pieces of

pottery as ballots to cast their vote.

How doesthis system compare with

voting in Canada?

1. Why did ancient Greek democracy emerge Make Connections

where and whenit did? 3. If you could visit the ruins of ancient

2. Create a lesson on ancient Greek Greece, what kind of connection might
democracy. What would catch the you feel to the place? How can history

interest of your audience? What are the make a place seem significant?
most important things you want your

students to remember?
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Ea. Why Do Empires Succeed andFail?
i

|
Whydo some souiatles After societies grow larger and more complex, manyface
grow intoempires,a Similar problem: they keep growing. As a population
while others donot! = srows, there is greater need for resources. Some
— societies solve this problem by becoming an Wiss souaky

empire and taking the lands of other peoples. These controls the lands,
additional lands provide not only more food butalso henna igh

of anothersociety, we
other resources, such as wood, minerals, and furs. call it an empire. Empires Come and Go
For an empire to emerge, the conditions must beright.
Perhaps a neighbouring society has a weak military that
is easily defeated. Perhaps the current ruler of the new
empire is determined and capable. Empiresfall for different
reasons. The conditions might be bad—perhaps drought
has led to massive crop failure or the current ruler makes
bad judgments.

The Assyrian and Persian Empires
 

EUROPE

hp ak

4 Oy SM ZZ 
KK

a
MEDITERRANEANSEA

AFRICA

0 500 1000 km.

 

[EE Assyrian Empire: 2500-605 sce

Persian Empire: 550-330 Bce   
 

A The samelands could beruled bydifferent societies over Find a present-d ae
thousandsof years as empires rose and fell. This map shows only this area Wer ie eeer 5
two examples of empiresin this part of the world. Why might acu h . ee
multiple rulers all want to control this region? Py these lands ea :   156 The Ancient World to the 7th Century 



Why Did Rome Becomean Empire?
From 31 to 476 cz, the Roman empire wasthe largest

and longest-lasting empire of the ancient world. At

the height of its power, it covered most of what is now

Europe, as well as parts of both Africa and Asia. It was

homefor about a quarter of the world’s population. The

Roman empire transformed the places whereit ruled.

Howcould onecity grow into such a vast empire? In

part, it was the result of four highly developed systems.

 

3 Males

° What causes led tothe

   
Political System

An empire needs a powerful political system.

Most empires are ruled by a single leader

(an emperor) who has absolute power.

The emperor’s authority is supported

by the military.

For 500 years, Rome fought

and conquered its neighbours.

The Roman army waslarge,

highly disciplined, and well

armed. Soldiers maintained

peace throughout the empire.

      

 

Economic System

An empire needs a strong economy. The

products, resources, and skills of the people

are all used to support the empire.

The Romanstraded successfully far beyond

Rome. A vast networkof roads led to the centre

of the empire, the city of Rome.

The navy protected Roman

trading ships, whichsailed

far and wide to buy and

sell goods.

 

  
  

 
Government System

An empire needs a system of governmentthat

can provide stability.

At its height, the Roman empire had a huge

bureaucracyof officials. These officials collected

taxes, settled disputes, and ensured that laws were

not broken. They also ran the official religion

of the Roman empire, uniting f. _#£

all people under onebelief Le

system. Officials who Ak

ruled territories taken

over by the Romans

were called “governors.”
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How Did Rome Maintain the Empire?
Romeusedseveral strategies to help the empire run well for a

long time. Every action, however, has multiple consequences.

Lookat the strategies that Rome used to maintain its empire.

What unexpected consequences might have resulted?

¥ Ancient Rome took three forms: (1) the Roman republic (509-27sce), (2) the

tl | Western Roman empire (31-476ce), and (3) the Byzantine empire, which lasted

until 1453 ce. Rome established townsand forts throughout the empire.

| Oe = Sy x

| | : is bai ) | [I Roman Republic (264 sce)

| a [J Western Roman Empire (117 ce)

i) i ifi i Byzantine Empire (527 ce)
I) _ How did Rome amin
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~ How did the Roman
A CommonLanguage

Rome forced conquered people to use

| Latin forall official business. Latin quickly

became the commonlanguage of the

empire, replacing local languages. (One

HI version of Latin, Vulgar Latin, eventually

developed into the modern languages

of Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese,

Wi} Romanian, and Catalan.) How would a

commonlanguage have helped the

| empire run smoothly? What long-term
|
\

<4 Stones, walls, pillars, and ruins

inscribed in Latin have been found

throughout the former Roman empire.

This fragment was foundin Portugal.

Someinscriptions, like this one, were

made during Roman times. Many

more were madelater. Why might
Latin still be in use long after the

consequences would it have had for the Roman empire ended?

conquered peoples?    158 The Ancient World to the 7th Century oP
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Engineering Innovations

The Romans were masters of engineering. They built

networks of roads, bridges, and ports throughout the

: empire. They built temples, aqueducts, public baths, indoor

ASlave Economy alumbing, nee magnificent niet a Romans invented

More than a tenth of the population concrete, which could be poured and set in water. How

of Rome wereslaves. As the Roman might this affect bridge construction?

army conquered newlands, people

were captured, brought to Rome,

and sold into slavery. Slaves did every

kind of work. Highly skilled slaves,

such as teachers, bookkeepers, or

lawyers, were held in high standing.

Many slaves, however, did notlive a

goodlife. They could be bought or

sold, or forced to fight to the death.

How did Rome’s use of slave labour

affect the empire?

   

   
A Romansoldiers built thousands of kilometres of roads throughout

the empire. A few,like this road in England,still exist. How might roads

affect the time it took for Roman armiesto reach trouble spots? Or for

enemyarmies to reach Rome?

  

    

  

aay
_ empire madet

i am
CV

4 “ 59 aaa

~ACommon Currency 2-24 “Roman, wheth

cee!
f the R ; you wereinRon

eople in every corner of the Roman empire (ga, away?used Romancoins. Manyof the coins showed ~ ate

the image of the emperor. This image was

like a guarantee that the money was good. Traders

A This ancient Romanwall painting shows two in one part of the empire knew that the coins
slaves preparing a hare (similar to a rabbit) for a they received would havejust as much worth
meal. Like manyslaves in Rome, they were not in another part of the empire. How would
chained. Why would they not just run away? this affect the economy?

ae se

      
An Ancient Use for a Sponge ona Stick
For years, historians believed that the Romansplaced a high value

on goodsanitation. Afterall, the Romans hadtoilets, sewage

systems, and public baths! New evidence, however, suggests

that the Romanswere notas clean as we thought.It turns out

that the water at public baths was rarely changed, so people bathed

in other people’s germs. Few homes were connected to the sewage

system because people feared the sewerrats that came up through

the toilets. And in public toilets, ancient Romans wipedtheir

bottoms with a sponge on a stick—which they shared!

A This Roman coin shows

EmpressFaustina, wife of

Emperor Antoninus, who

reigned from 138 to 161 ce.

Whenshedied, Antoninus

made her a goddess,built

her a temple, and minted

coins with her image. This

onereads “Diva Faustina,”

or Divine Faustina. What

impression would this

leave on the people

whoused the coin? > Ancient Romantoilet, Ephesus, Turkey ©P Rules and Rulers 159

 

   
   
 



 

   
 

LOOK CLOSER

Who Would You Wantto Be in Ancient Rome?

Would youlike to live in ancient Rome? You mightfirst want to know

whatyour daily life would be like. That depended on who youwere.

Whatif my parents were
wealthy citizens?

As the child of wealthy citizens, you probably

live in a spaciousvilla with private bathrooms

and pools for bathing.

Your family owns farms outside thecity,

which bring in wealth. Your father has power

over everyone. You eat meat oncein a while,

but you mostly eat grains, bread,olive oil, and

a few vegetables. Your family drinks wine or

water with meals.

A tutor maylive in the How would you feel

household to teach you about having a slave

history, mathematics, and _follow you around
languages. After your 1

lessons, you might exercise agut it than real

at the gym, go swimming, ancient Roman?

or see your friends in a

public garden. Wherever you go,

a personalslave attends to your needs.

Whatif my parents were slaves?

As the child of slaves, you are a slavetoo.If

youare lucky, you live in the same household

as one or both of your parents. You work for

the family that owns you. Perhaps you wake

up early to get a cookingfire started and then

sweepthefloors. Likely the rest of your dayis

filled with tasks that are hard, dirty, and

possibly dangerous. You and the other slaves

160 The Ancient World to the 7th Century

Whatif my parents were
ordinary citizens?

As the child of ordinary citizens, you live

in a small apartment of two rooms. Your

home has no running water, so you use

a public bathroom and get water from

a public fountain. The government

gives your family free grain, and your

family’s slave makes bread. You mostly

eat bread and porridge.

Your father might be a soldier or

an artisan. If your parents can afford it,

you go to a school, where you learn

Latin, Greek, and mathematics.

After school, you go to the local

public bath, whichis free. You might

If you were an ordinary go with friends to

Romanchild, would watch chariot races,

public fountains and free wrestling, or fights
grain make up for any to the death
drawbacksin yourlife?

Imagine you are one of

the three young people

described on this page.

Write a letter to.a friend

in the household have to do detailing a dayin yourlife.

everything, because Roman

citizens never do any work around their homes.

If one of your parents has an education or

 

an importantskill, your whole family is better

of Perhaps someday you If you were a slave,

will have the chance to earn what could you do to

money and buy your freedom. change yoursituation?

7. ada eeod 



   
Analyzing Evidence of Roman Schools

      

  
   

  
  

  

   

 

   

  

   

   

 

   

> This scene was created in about 190 ce ona

casket for a Romancitizen. It shows a teacher

with two students. A third studentcarries a

case that likely held pens, an ink pot, anda

spongeto correct errors. What differences

can you see betweenthis scene and the one

above?If you were an historian, which would

you value most? Why?

 

|. Would you want to live in ancient Rome? What were the rewards?

What were the hazards? How muchdid it depend on your birth?

2. What examples of unfairness did you spot? How might these build

into problems for Rome?

     

The two images on this page both show a e Did the artist attend an ancient Roman

school in ancient Rome. Both providea lot of school? Or, did the artist rely on second-

information, but which would an historian trust hand information?

most? Ask a few questions to help you decide. e What does the scenetell you about

e Did theartist live in ancient Rome? the artist?

This painting was madefairly

recently, but we do not know

when. Whatdoesit show us

about going to schoolin ancient

Rome? How doesthe ancient

Roman school compare with

your school?

St
e
S
R
A
A
A

3,
a
e
:
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How Do Empires End?
The complex society that became the Roman empire lasted la“ grown sinceits

for more than a thousandyears.It fell in 476 cz. People itaaethat
fled the city, which shrank from a million inhabitants Hiloccas + elmed by
to about 30 000. For safety, the emperor moved his : q . re

government to Constantinople, which becamethe centre —THtus Livy (59 Bce-T7 ce),
of the Byzantine empire. That empire lasted for almost Romanhistorian )
another thousandyears.

Historiansarestill trying to figure out why the Roman

empire fell apart. Here are someof their theories. Does

each cause inevitably lead to each consequence?

 

   
Consequence

Poverty and unemploymentleadto social
unrest in Rome.

 

Distant borders cannot be defended, so
enemies raid easily and often.

Germanic soldiers gain control of Roman
armies—and then turn on Rome.

Farms and businesses that depend on slave
labour decline.

People stop fearing and worshiping Roman
gods, which include the emperor.

The government can no longer work
effectively.

e
e

 

Check Your WertTits

—

Ar

 

1. Create a concept web to show how Make Connections
My factors that caused the Roman empire 3. The people of ancient Rome could

| to flourish also had consequencesthat not imagine that their civilization

| led to Rome's decline. would collapse. Are people today any
Hl | 2. Choose one problem that helped cause different? Give an example to support

|

 
Hi | the collapse of Rome.If that was your opinion.

| Rome's only problem, would Rome have 4. What connection can you see between
| collapsed? Why or why not? Identify one

Hi || | or two ways that one problem in the
i | empire made another problem more

difficult to fix.

the peoples conquered by the Roman

empire and First Peoples in Canada?     : ;
W 162 The Ancient World to the 7th Century oP

 



    

WhatIs the Role of HumanRights
in Ancient Societies?  

Manysocieties in the ancient world were unequalsocieties. : anna

The higher on the social pyramid you were, the morerights sectose—
and power you had. Men had morerights than women, even REPO MEemeNcermsmmmenememeyce

whenthey were in the same class. People who wereforeign

  

born, worshipped differently, or had less money almost Humanrightsare fundamentalrights
; : ails that belong to all people. They include the

always had fewer rights. Although some Indigenoussocieties Pica eetince vealuionHetialiet

viewed their members as equal, the concept of human rights vote, andthe rightto free expression.

did not exist in most ancient societies.

 

Making Ethical Judgments About the Past CCreate a visual that shows what

human rights looklike. Include

captions to explain what each

_image means.

Whenpeople learn about slavery in ancient

Rome, they may think of the Romansas
cruel. To really understand ancient

societies, we have to suspend our

judgmentand think about how people

lived at that time.
This approach does not mean that

you agree with cruelty. It simply means

that you give yourself space to understand

what motivated ancient peoples. In ancient

Rome,slavery was a normalpart oflife.

   

 

   
<4 This iron collar was permanently

attached around the neck of a

slave wholived in Rome about

300-500 ce. Whohas legalright in

this situation? Does having a legal

right make your actionsethically

right? Why or why not?

“| have run away; hold me. When you
shall have returned meto my master,

Zoninus, you will receive a gold coin.”

How Should We Judge Hammurabi’s

Legal Code?

Hammurabiwasthe king of the ancient empire of Babylon

(in what is now Iraq). In 1772 Bcz, he wrote a code of

laws, including the punishments for breaking those laws.

Hammurabi's laws may seem cruel by today’s standard.

For example, one law states that if people convicted of
theft could not pay a fine, they would be putto death.

Hammurabibelieved that his laws would

ensure that “the strong shall not oppress

the weak.” Doesthat goaljustify strict laws?

War aminete pees = 2Bree peers ¢ To judge the people of the pastfairly, always
Should Hammurabi’s laws be judged by take into account the contextof the society
today’s standards? Whyor why not? in which they lived.

e We can draw onourideas of right and wrong,
but we should try to avoid holding people of
the past to present-day standards.

 

rd Making Ethical Judgments  
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In some ancient

societies, women

received great

respect and

power. In many

others, they did

not. What could

contribute to this

difference?

In ancient Greece and Rome, womendid not havepolitical poweror
the right to be who they wanted to be. They were usually controlled
by someoneelse.

Who Were the Amazons?

The Amazons have been a mystery for thousands of years, because
no one had proof that they werereal. Thefirst people to describe
them were the ancient Greeks. They told of fierce, fearless warriors
who were strong enough to defeat men in hand-to-hand combat.
Over time, storytellers exaggerated the conquests and ferocity of the
Amazons, making them into monsters. No one thought they werereal.

For thousandsof years, historians thought
the Amazonswerefictional. Why might

historians have reachedthis conclusion?

> This image of an Amazonin battle was

painted on a Greekvase in the 4th century sce.

Whatare the fantastical elements? What looks

realistic to you?

V Israeli actress Gal Gadotstarred in the

2017 movie Wonder Woman.Sheplays a
€SB

es
}

comic book superhero version of an Amazon. ee oa Sed
Howdoesthis depiction compare with the Ree S
one from ancient Greece? os,

Canada’s 1982 Charter of Rights and Freedoms
said that men and women should betreatedas equals. In 1987, the Canadian armed forcesbegan giving women an equal chance to
become combatsoldiers. What makes this a
victory for human rights, even for people whowould never wantto enter combat? 



  

The Powerof Evidence

New evidence has provided an answerto the mystery of the

Amazons—they were not mythical figures, but women whofought

alongside men. This evidence comes from burial mounds near the

Black Sea. The skeletons found there are of Scythian women buried

with their weaponsandhorses. Their remains show that they had

battle scars and tattoos. One young girl was buried with herdoll:

a female warrior.

If the mystery of who the Amazonswerehas beensolved,it

raises another question: How did these womencreate a society

in which they werefree to ride horses, fight in battles, and do

as they pleased? That is a mystery that may neverbesolved.

 

new DNAtests proved

them wrong. Why might. ;

 

Discoveries Half a World Away , ic

More evidenceis appearing of other powerful womenin ancient

societies. The Moche society flourished in what is now northern Peru

from about 0 to 800 ce. These Indigenous peopleirrigated farmland,

built pyramids, and shared religion. For decades, archeologists

assumed it had been led by men.

In the 1990s, archeologists began to discover elaborate tombs

that contained treasures, sacrificial victims, and evidence that the

occupants were powerful. They also discovered something they never

expected: every tomb wasbuilt for a woman—a governor-priestess.

The Mochehad been ruled by women.

<Archeologists found

the large tomb of La

Sefora de Caoin 2006.

The tomb contains the

body of the governor-

priestess, an elaborate

headdress, necklaces,

pottery, a silver goblet,

a ceremonial knife, and

the remains of seven

sacrificial victims.
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The Roman Circus

 

Gladiator contests were wildly popular in

ancient Rome. These “games” were held in

circuses, which were large, open-air, circular

theatres called “amphitheatres.” Gladiators

were usually slaves or criminals forced to

fight for their lives, but some werefree

men who fought for money and fame.

I [was] hopingfor a little wit and humour

there. I wasbitterly disappointed.It was

really mere butchery. ..The slayer was Rept

fighting until he could be slain. “Kill him!

Flog him! Burn him alive,” wasthecry:

“Why is he such a coward? Why won’t

he rush onthe [sword]? Why does he fall

so meekly? Why won’t he die willingly?”

Unhappy that I am, how haveI deserved

that I must look on such a scene as this?

Do not, my Lucilius, attend the games,

I pray you. Either you will [join in with

the crowd], or, if you show disgust, be

hated by them. So stay away.
—Seneca

166 The Ancient World to the 7th Century

Two Things only the people
anxiously desire—bread
and circuses.

—Juvenal, Roman poet

Cabout 55-130 ce)

<4|n 2014, two actors dressed as gladiators re-enact

a fight to the death. How would their experience

comparewith that of the real gladiators? How

would the audience's experience comparewith

that of an ancient Roman audience?

The Roman philosopher Seneca wrote

about the gamesin a letter to his friend,

Lucilius. He described how, in the morning,

captives were “thrown to lions and to

bears.” The audience delighted as they

were torn apart. By midday, captives were

forced to fight each other to death.

Use these questions to analyze theletter.

e What did Seneca expect when he wentto the

games? Whatdid he see?

° How did Seneca react to what he saw? What

did he think of the audience’s reaction? How

do you know?

¢ Why does Seneca warnhis friend not to attend?

¢ How doesthis letter confirm, contradict, or

expand yourthinking about ancient Rome?

e Compare the games Seneca describes with

modern wrestling, boxing, video games,

television shows, or movies. Has awareness

of human rights affected what wethinkis

entertaining? Explain.
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From time
immemorial:

About
1772 BCE:

539-530 BcE:

265-238 BCE:

Human Rights Through Time

Some ancient rulers understood that the survival

of their society—andof their own ruling class—

depended on how well they could keep everyone

living and working together. They began to see

that if a society treated more people with respect,

more people would support the ruler. Could fair

laws benefit everyone? What does each example

below say about the society it comes from?

Inuit pigujangit

(social values), now

used by the Nunavut

government

<4This is the top

of a pillar on which

King Hammurabi
had his legal

code carved and
publicly displayed.

Why would

public display

be important?

“Serving and providing for family and community.”

“Working together for a commoncause.”

“Respect and care for the land, the animals, and the environment.”  
 

Hammurabi’s legal

code, Babylonian

empire

“If a man knock out the teeth of his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out.”

“If any one bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and does

not prove whathe has charged,heshall, if it be a capital offence, be put

to death.”   
CyrusIl, Persian

empire

“| declare that | will respect the traditions, customs, andreligions of the

nations of my empire and neverlet any of my governors look down on

or insult the peoples of my empire.”
 

Ashoka, Maurya

empire of ancient

India

“All men are my children. What| desire for my ownchildren, and|

desire their welfare and happiness both in this world andin the next,

that | desire for all men.”
 

 

 

1982 ce: Section 15(1) “Every individual is equal before and under the law and hasthe right to

of the Canadian the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination

Charter of Rights and, in particular, without discrimination based onrace, national or

and Freedoms ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability.”

, ~

Check Your Learning

1. Whyis it important to suspend our Make Connections

judgment when trying to understand the 3. Should Canada adopt pigujangit forall of
people of the past? Does that meanthat Canada? How would Canadacreate this?
we approve of their actions? Explain. What would you include?

2. Identify at least two individual rights. 4. Research changes made to the Canadian

Describe how they are respected—or Human Rights Act in 2017. Why does

not—in an ancientcivilization versus our idea of humanrights shift over time?
in current Canadian society.

\ J 
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WMACSHeTaCeCtes Reflect on Your Learning

 

    

Why dopeople organize themselvesinto societies?

THINKING LIKEA... potitical Scientist

Political scientists study the way people

are governed. They look at how different

forms of government affect people's quality

of life. You have seen howsocieties change

as they becomelarger and more complex,
how people govern themselves, and the

reasons why empiresrise andfall. You have

also looked at how wecan judge the laws

and customsof people in the past.

Choose one or more of these questions.

Represent your thinking and learning in

any way you choose.

e Whatfactors most affect whether or

not a society develops into a complex

society? Cause and Consequence

e Whatfactors most influence a

society to become an empire?

Cause and Consequence

e Whydoesthe ancient Greek

experiment with democracy

still have relevance today?
Significance

> This statue showsa slave boy in the

ancient Romancity of Tarentum in the

3rd century. People considerit to be a

great workofart. It is also evidence of

slavery. Should we admire this image?

Whyor why not?

168 The Ancient World to the 7th Century

      

  

  

 

  

  

e How should we measurea society's

greatness? Should we look at how

muchlandor people a society controls?

the works of art andliterature it

creates? howit treats the vulnerable,

such as children? howit treats the

Indigenouspeoples of the landit

controls? Can there be different ways

to achieve “greatness”? Ethical Judgment

Explore and Reflect

How doesthe society in which youlive

affect the way you live yourlife? To

get ideas, imagine yourself living in a

completely different society in another

timeor place.

Suggestions

e To get your thinking going,

brainstorm with a partner.

e Record possibilities on chart

paper and then discuss

each one.

e After creating your

response, trade with your

partner to get feedback.

©P

 



Think about the different

needsof a society: social

structures, political systems,

legal systems, government

systems, and economic

systems. How did ancient

societies meet these needs?

Allow everyoneto have a turn sharing

their ideas.

Identify ideas you have in common,

and build on them.

Notice when others are open to your

ideas. Be open to others’ ideas.
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Imagine you are one of the shipwrecked

people on pages 138-139. Your taskis

to design and present a governmentfor

the island.

© Decide who will make the decisions.

e Whatare the most important tasks

for your community? Who will take

responsibility for these tasks?

Create a set of laws for your society.

Decide how yoursociety will defend

itself.

Consider how your governmentwill

pay for these tasks.

Presentations can take many forms.

A display, podcast, digital slideshow,

and skit are just a few. Choose a form

of presentation that

suits your material.

suits your audience.

stretches your skill set.

Rules and Rulers 169 
  


