Social Studies – Current Events
As you watch or read:

1. How can you express the Big Idea in 1-5 words? Often the headline, the first paragraph (“the lede”), or the newscaster’s introduction will help you with this. 

2. What are the Important Details? What are the things you need to know about this topic and what is currently happening in order to have a full understanding of it? 

You may need to reread or stop and pause in order to have time to think about this and write these things down. 

You don’t need every detail; you’ll need to use your Critical Thinking skills to determine which details are essential.   If you were to explain this topic to somebody else, what details must you include in order for them to understand it? 

3. How might this information impact the election—either for president or for control of the Senate or the House?  This is where your Critical Thinking skills will come into play.  

How might what you learned about affect the way swing voters vote?  How might it impact other politicians and how they are campaigning? 

When you write your idea(s), extend it by using “because” and then try to explain the “why.”  I am not looking to see if you are right or wrong; I am looking to see if you are attempting to piece together what we are learning and if you are attempting to use your reasoning skills.

4. What is your opinion about this event or this information? If there are two sides to the issue, what side do you support? Why? What evidence are you basing your opinion on? If you do not yet have an opinion, what do you need in order to form one? More information (what information, exactly)? A more balanced view on the issue?   

Again, adding because can help here.
 
5. What questions does this event or information raise for you? What don’t you understand? What do you want to know more about? What are the “why” and “how” behind the event or issue – do you understand those aspects fully?
