
 

Literature Circles – Your Responsibilities 

For each meeting, you are responsible for arriving having done the following: 

 

Read up to the page 

number your group 

agreed to read to – you 

can read ahead, but you 

cannot give away any 

spoilers! 
 

Select one short passage that you 

really liked, to share with the group 

– you will read this passage to the 

group and share why you liked it.  

  

Some reasons why you might like a 

passage: 

- you liked the way the author used 

words, punctuation, or structure (think 

Exploding Paragraphs) 

- you liked the imagery the author used 

and the pictures it made in your head 

- you had a deep, personal connection 

to the writing 

- the passage helped you understand 

the story better 

- the passage helped you understand a 

character better 
 

Make at least one connection to what you 

read and be prepared to share it with the 

group. 

 

Focus on connections to things we have 

explored in class this year, paying particular 

attention to our work in Social Studies and our 

Mindset and Listening work. 

 

Be prepared to talk about how this connection 

(or these connections) help you understand the 

story or the nature of the author’s invented 

world or one of the characters on a deeper 

level.  Be specific. 

 

Have one thick question to ask your group. 

 

Remember that: 

- thick questions do not have a yes or no answer, or only 

one answer 

- thick questions are questions that will help create a rich 

discussion 

- thick questions are questions that everyone might have a 

different answer to 

Find a section or an idea that helps establish 

relevance. 
 

Why are we reading this book?   

Why does it matter?   

How does it change your life?   

How does it change the way you think about the world 

or about people? 



Before a Lit Circle Meeting 

 

Before each meeting, you’ll need to carefully and thoughtfully read the pages your group set as their target.  While you 

read, use your sticky notes to prepare yourself for the next meeting.  If you are a quick reader or you tend to get caught 

up in the story, you might want to read once for pleasure and then again to fulfill your responsibilities.  

Use your sticky notes to: 

• Mark where the passage is that you would like to share with the group 

• Make notes to yourself about why you liked that passage 

• Make notes about your connections 

• Make notes about your question 

• Make notes about relevance 

Other ideas for sticky notes and ideas you might bring to the next meeting:

• I like this part because _________________ 

• I dislike this part because _______________ 

• This part made me feel _______ because __________ 

• This reminds me of _______________ 

• I think what the author is trying to  

say here is ___________________ 

• The setting is important here because _____________ 

• This part makes me wonder _________________ 

• If I could talk to this character, I would say ________ 

• If I could talk to this character, I would ask _______ 

• This character reminds me of ______________ 

• This part is a good example of powerful writing 

because _________ 

• I admire this character because ______________ 

 

 

 

• I didn’t understand this part because ______________ 

• This part was really exciting because _____________ 

• The Big Ideas in the book might be _______________ 

• I think the author wrote this book to ______________ 

• I found this part hard to follow when _____________ 

• The author got me interested when _____________ 

• The book is really about ____________ 

• I learned ______________ 

• This book makes me want to ___________ 

• I’d like to read another book by this author  

because ____________________ 

• I agreed with the author at this part because ________ 

• I disagreed with the author at this part because ______ 

• If I were the author, I would have changed the part of 

the story when _________________ 



After a Lit Circle Meeting 

 

Right after each meeting, you’ll need to write a Reflection sheet.  

 

Then: 

Transfer your sticky notes to your comp book.   

 

Then: 

Prepare for your next meeting! 

 

Note: if you want to do more writing or drawing about what you are reading, use your comp book.  Just remember 

to write down the date and the title of the book you are reading.  You can show me these ideas and drawings at any 

point during the Lit Circle process.  This might be particularly useful if you feel like you weren’t able to fully 

express yourself verbally during the Circle.  

 


