Mrs. Dubé


English 9 – Poetry Terms

Alliteration: repetition of a speech sound in a sequence of words; usually applied to consonants.

Ballad: a song; transmitted orally, tells a story; most commonly in quatrains.

Blank Verse: consists of lines of unrhymed iambic pentameter.

Caesura: a strong pause that falls within a line of poetry.

Elegy: a formal and sustained lament in verse for the death of a particular person.

Enjambment: run on lines in poetry.

Free Verse: open form poetry with no established rhyme or rhythm.

Haiku: Japanese lyric form that represents a poet’s impression of a natural object or scene arranged in precisely seventeen syllables.

Hyperbole: bold overstatement.

Metaphor: word or expression in which one kind of thing or action is directly compared to something else. ie/ “My love is a red, red rose”.

Onomatopoeia: sound words ie/ hiss, buzz, rattle.

Oxymoron: conjoined terms that in ordinary usage are opposites ie/ jumbo shrimp.

Personification: giving lifelike or human qualities to inanimate objects.

Quatrain: four line stanza (often used in ballads).

Rhyme: repetition of rhyming words.

Simile: comparison between two distinctly different things using the word “like” or “as” ie/ “My love is like a red, red rose”.

Sonnet: lyric poem consisting of a single stanza of fourteen iambic pentameter lines linked by an intricate rhyme scheme. Two main kinds of sonnet:

1) Petrarchan (Italian): first part is an octave (abbaabba) followed by a sestet (cdecde)

2) Shakespearian (English): three quatrains and a couplet (abab cdcd efef gg)

Stanza: the grouping of verse lines in a poem.

Symbol: anything which signifies something in literature.

