		Ms. Dubé
English 11 Creative Writing



The Jade Peony: Chapter Sixteen 
Final Writing Assignment



	The Jade Peony by Wayson Choy has a complicated ending. There is the realization that the relationship between Kaz and Meiying has culminated in a pregnancy and this fact makes Meiying’s death/suicide even more shocking and disturbing. An event such as this will undoubtedly shape the now 8Y old Sekky’s future to some extent especially given his last glimpse of Meiying’s body on her bedroom floor. The very last lines of the novel show Sekky trying to comfort his mother and he is perhaps changing tides forever within his family when he calls her “mother,” instead of “stepmother,” for the first time. Choy leaves the reader at a precipice of curiosity with such a dangling finish to his novel.

	For this assignment, you are to write a sixteenth chapter to the novel to demonstrate how you envision the book ending. Your chapter may read as an “after word” (for example, set in the future to catch the reader up on all the goings on with various characters) as a follow up segment to the Ch 15 or you may choose to write your chapter as a continuation of the story from where the Choy’s text leaves off. You are welcome to experiment with changing the POV and/or narrative voice for this final chapter if you wish. For example, you could choose to have Kiam or Stepmother (or any other character who is still alive at the end of the novel) narrate your chapter. 

Your work needs to be in keeping with the tone and voice of Choy’s novel and it should be 500-750 words in length. You must begin from the end of the novel - you cannot change any of Wayson Choy’s words but rather, shape your story while keeping his novel intact. For example, you cannot “pretend” that May survives and goes on to reunite with Kaz.


THIS ASSIGNMENT IS DUE AT THE END OF CLASS ON TUES, JAN 13/26.

All work for this assignment will be done in class. You are welcome to bring a laptop or tablet for your drafting if you wish although it is TOTALLY fine to complete this by hand. We will have a library period to type up your good copy and print it. 

DATES:

Jan 5: brainstorming
Jan 7 & 9: drafting work blocks
CHECK POINT: for the end of class Jan 9th, you need to have a full working draft that meets the minimum word count (500 words).
Jan 13: library period to type up good copy and print. 


FULL writing package including your brainstorm, your draft(s) and typed good copy are due at the end of class on Jan 13th. 

