Creative Writing 12 – Poetry Project Criteria

	Our second area of focus in the course is poetry/song lyrics. As such, the polished piece you will need to submit for this project will be a collection of poems that you feel speaks to both your creativity and your diversity as a writer/composer of poetry.

	Choose one theme to be used as a basis for the foundation and/or underlying meaning of all the poems you will submit. You will need to identify this theme on the title page of your poetry collection.

	Given that CW12 is not like a conventional English course but rather, is a writing elective, there are not always concrete minimums or maximums for the length of assignments submitted; however, also unlike a regular English class where you submit copious amounts of writing on a regular basis, this course is designed to have one “show case” piece per area of focus. As such, this piece must ooze effort, creativity and thoughtfulness. This can rarely be achieved without a relatively sizeable piece of writing which allows you to fully develop your ideas and demonstrate your talents. Specific to this poetry project, I would ask that you submit a minimum of EIGHT poems in your collection on your given theme. They can vary in length, and certainly in style, though they must all address your chosen theme in some way. (That said, however, a haiku will not offer the depth nor creativity being sought for this particular “show case” project.) 

	Please do feel free to embellish your collection artistically if you feel drawn to do this (pun intended). You may consider not only more traditional forms of artistic expression such as drawing and painting but also perhaps working with photography, collage or adding music and/or a score to your poems. 

While this is not a requirement, I do feel strongly that added artistic mediums can impact one’s writing (think of Shane Koyczan’s “Move Pen Move”) and breathe further life into an already amazing piece. Given that these show case pieces count towards 60% of your course grade, all projects received should demonstrate a high caliber of presentation including a title page and table of contents for your poetry collection. While I normally ask that the polished pieces are typed and printed, the poetry project is one that sometimes can work well (better?) if it’s done by hand. You are welcome to choose which you’d prefer to do. 



Your poetry collection (of at least EIGHT polished poems) is due 
Tuesday, November 4, 2025.
