		Ms. Dubé
Essay Outline – SYNTHESIS (Compare and Contrast)


Title: _____________________________________________________



Paragraph 1: Introduction

	A. Hook (get the reader’s interest) 1-2 sentences.

______________________________________________________________________________________

	B. Introduce the literature, author(s) and any significant background details.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	C. Thesis: this is where you introduce your THREE main points (similarities/differences). This is essentially the key to your paper and the most important sentence in a paper.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Paragraph 2: 1st Comparison/Contrast

	A. Topic sentence stating the 1st similarity/difference the characters/works have in common.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	B. Explain the 1st similarity/difference of the character A and give an example (integrate a quotation and cite page number).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	C. Transition word + explain the 1st similarity/difference of character B and explain how it relates to character A by giving an example (integrate quotation and cite page number).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	D. Concluding sentence that restates point from thesis.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3: 2nd Comparison/Contrast

A. Topic sentence stating the 2nd similarity/difference the characters/works have in common.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	B. Explain the 2nd similarity/difference of the character A and give an example (integrate a quotation and cite page number).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	C. Transition word + explain the 2nd similarity/difference of character B and explain how it relates to character A by giving an example (integrate quotation and cite page number).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	D. Concluding sentence that restates point from thesis.

______________________________________________________________________________________



Paragraph 4: 3rd Comparison/Contrast

A. Topic sentence stating the 3rd similarity/difference the characters/works have in common.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	B. Explain the 3rd similarity/difference of the character A and give an example (integrate a quotation and cite page number).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	C. Transition word + explain the 3rd similarity/difference of character B and explain how it relates to character A by giving an example (integrate quotation and cite page number).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	D. Connection of all three points.

______________________________________________________________________________________

	E. Concluding sentence for this paragraph.

______________________________________________________________________________________



Paragraph 5: Sum up your ideas in a thoughtful conclusion

	A. Reword your thesis and answer the “so what?” question.

______________________________________________________________________________________

	B. Final sentence that will leave the reader thinking (no personal pronouns such as “I”, “you”, “them”, “it”, “ours” or “we”).

______________________________________________________________________________________




