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The Process of Writing – English 12 Composition Unit
To consistently write well, one must create for themselves a process by which they are able to develop their thesis, research and brainstorm their ideas, write a rough draft, engage in the editing process on that draft and then finally, produce a good copy of their work. Failure to adequately complete each step in the process of writing will invariably lead to a weaker piece of writing than one which meets all the required steps in the process.
For this assignment, you will be required to work thoroughly through each stage of the writing process, and you will be required to show evidence of your work (which must reflect your understanding of this process of writing). This project is unique in that I am NOT collecting a final, “good” copy of this essay. More, you’re being assessed on THE PROCESS to improve your composition skills. All work must be completed in-class (or in flex) or it will not qualify as a genuine reflection of your writing skills.
If all parts of this project are not completed and submitted, you will earn IE (insufficient evidence) for this project as the focus is on PROCESS and not on final product. All ongoing work needs to be kept in your portfolio and does not go home with you. Necessary components for grading:
1. A thorough brainstorm which outlines your thesis, the methods by which you are going to prove your argument (you need three MAIN points and three sub-points) and the textual proof/supports you will include to back up your assertions (including quotes and page numbers). You can use a web, a list… 

2. A full, five-paragraph rough draft of your essay. Please note – this is NOT where your process finishes; you should use this as a jumping off point for your work and after engaging in the editing process (both on your own and with a classmate), I should be able to see distinct development and improvement between this draft and the next one. Paragraphs for the English 12 level should meet length requirements of 10-12 sentences per paragraph, including intro and conclusion. 
Professional writers rarely only produce one draft of a piece of writing. Generally, this is a laborious process of working and re-working their words and ideas until it is “just right.” You cannot rush through the process of writing and expect your grade to offer the same merit that would be extended to a piece that is well thought out, edited and re-worked multiple times.
3. Second draft (please note, this is NOT a good copy). Peer editing must be evident on your draft as part of your mark will stem from how you proofread someone else’s writing (like what we did for the Medicine Walk chapter extensions). You must include a creative title for this paper. In choosing a title, your peer editor can be of help in assisting you to find a title that suits your piece of writing. Two additional marks will be given for the creativity, suitability, and quality of your title.
Essay Topics for “The Bet” by Anton Chekhov
Choose ONE of the following topics and develop a coherent thesis statement. After developing your thesis, follow the outline for The Process of Writing steps on the front side of this sheet and create your brainstorm, rough draft, edit(s) and second draft adhering to the dates outlined in the criteria.
*** Prompts 1, 2 and 3 must be completed using third person.
1) Agree or disagree with the statement by the lawyer that essentially, a death sentence and a life sentence are equally immoral and "'both are evil'" (225). Provide justifications for your assertions.
2) Explain why the lawyer took the bet and elaborate on what his doing so says about his life.
3) Is the lawyer proud? Is he too proud? Explain.

**** Prompt #4 is the easiest prompt and can be written as a first-person narrative. As such, the highest mark you can achieve should you choose this prompt is a Level 4 (out of 6). 
4) Would you take such a bet? Explain your reasoning.
Timeline for this assignment:
· Jan 8/25 - class time to prepare thesis and brainstorm (checked at the end of the period for completion mark). 
· Jan 10/25 – time provided to finish adding quotes to brainstorm then begin first draft; drafts will be due by the end of class Jan 14/25 so if you need to come to flex to finish, please do so (checked at the end of class for completion mark).
· Jan 14/25 - rough drafts handed in at the end of this period. Hand out criteria for peer editing which will take place next day. You must edit someone’s paper to achieve marks for this component.
· Jan 16/25 - class time provided for peer editing. If you finish before the end of the class and you have your paper back, you will begin your second draft. Your second draft and all accompanying components are due at the end of class on Jan 27/25. If you find you are far behind in this process, email me to set up a time(s) for you to come in on the assessment week to get yourself caught up.
· Jan 27/25- entire writing package, including full second draft of essay, due by the end of this class.

	
	
	



