English 11 Creative Writing: Windchime Project Criteria – The Jade Peony


	As we have now finished reading Wayson Choy’s novel, The Jade Peony, we are able to understand the significance of various elements of the text in a way we couldn’t fully appreciate at the start of the book. Windchimes were important to Poh-Poh. She and Sekky hunted for treasures to include in their crafts through the back alleys of East Vancouver; Poh-Poh’s belief was that something someone else may have discarded could still be special and beautiful to someone else.

	For this project, you will be constructing your own windchime (of sorts – ours won’t make noise). We are fortunate to be able to use the MakerSpace in the library and have Ms Yan’s assistance in accessing the supplies needed to create our windchimes.

 You are tasked with searching for items of significance in your life that will become the pendants on your windchime. These items need to be on the smaller side, and they can’t weigh too much, or your frame will not be able to support them. You need to source 5-10 items fitting this criterion to bring to class on January 10/25. 

We will have two full classes in the library on Jan 12 and 14, 2025 to construct the windchimes, and to complete a reflection about the significance of the items you have chosen; I will give you the criteria for this piece of writing once you have shown me your finished windchime. Windchimes are due by the end of the class on Jan 14/25.

Ideas of items that you may want to include on your windchime:

· Photographs
· Small ornaments
· Ticket stubs
· Special key chains
· Special items collected from nature ie/ feathers, small pinecones etc (so long as they are genuinely significant to you in some way)
· Currency
· Costume jewelry (do NOT bring precious family jewels to school!)

This list is in NO way exhaustive; you’re encouraged to be creative and reflective. In the end, this windchime should represent you and your life. Unlike actual windchimes that create sound, your items are not required to clang together to make noise. More, it’s meant to emulate the special nature of the windchimes Poh-Poh would create for her family members, and also to demonstrate your understanding of this from the text in the windchime and written reflection you create.  

