
Narrative Essays 

 

An essay states an argument, and then provides support for the argument. Expository and persuasive essays use 

explanation and persuasive examples to provide support for the argument.  

Structure – The structure of all essays is as follows: 

- State the main idea 

- Support the argument through detailed development 

- Restate main idea and conclude 

Persuasive and literary essays have clear paragraphing: introduction, and body paragraphs (only one main idea 

per body paragraph) 

 

Structure of a narrative essay 
Another way of developing an essay is through narration – storytelling.  

A narrative essay is different than a story because it uses narration (storytelling) to communicate a central 

idea (thesis), and this main thesis is stated in the beginning and particularly at the end of the essay. 

 Beginning 

o Introduce the topic and state the thesis of the essay. The thesis can be directly stated or implied. 

o Set the background of the essay, and grab the reader’s interest as well. 

 Middle 

o Provide support for your ideas and develop the story through details, description of events. Use 

chronological order and tell the story from beginning to end. Use paragraph breaks when 

appropriate and when you feel like it.  

 Ending     

o Come to a conclusion and state the point of your narrative. State your thesis and answer to the 

topic at the end of the essay.  

 

The following is a very brief example of responding to the same topic with two different kinds of writing. 

Topic: “We learn from our mistakes.” 

 

Persuasive / Expository essay Narrative essay 

Thesis:  

Everyone makes mistakes, as no one is 

perfect, but we can all learn from our 

mistakes and grow as a result.  

1. Many people overestimate their 

finances. 

-We can overcome past mistakes 

with budgeting and plan for a better 

future, armed with the knowledge 

gained through hardship. 

 

2.  We also sometimes make mistakes 

in our relationships, choosing the 

wrong friends and betraying those 

closest to us.  

-The resulting pain and isolation 

teaches us the value of true 

friendship. 

 

3. People also often make mistakes in 

choosing their careers. 

Beginning:  

   Timmy peered down past his ski tips at the near sheer cliff below, 

burrowing into his ski jacket hood to escape from the biting wind. 

His gaze swept across the snow in the steep bowl as he planned his 

line, noting the boulders and spindly trees at the base of the run. With 

a confident smile, he ducked under the rope and the “permanently 

closed” sign and started his descent. 

 

Middle:  

   Timmy carved across the icy slope, and then started the next turn. 

Just as he started to shift his weight, he caught an edge – and  in an 

instant he was hurtling head over heels down the cliff. The world 

spun around him in a white blur as he tumbled faster and faster, 

completely out of control. Out of the corner of his eye he saw flashes 

of the rocks at the base of the bowl, rocks that grew closer and 

closer…Suddenly he crashed into the rocks and everything went 

dark. 

 

End: 

Timmy awoke in the hospital, his leg in a cast. Never again, he 

thought. 

 


