
Persuasive Writing: Opening Paragraph    Name: ______________________ 

 

In persuasive writing, we use our opening paragraph to let readers know exactly what our 

writing will be about. It is crucial that we make this first paragraph interesting and memorable 

so that readers will want to continue reading your work.  

Remember that you are writing a persuasive paragraph, so please ensure that your key 

reasons are briefly mentioned in this opening paragraph.  

 

 

 

 

Opening paragraph criteria: 

 

Powerful first sentence (red) 

 

 

Clear purpose of your writing 

(green) 

 

 

Summary of idea 1 (blue) 

 

 

Summary of idea 2 (yellow) 

 

 

Summary of idea 3 (pink) 

 

 

Sentence to wrap up your 

thoughts… end strong! 

(orange) 

 

 

 



Your turn to write your initial paragraph. Remember that this paragraph needs to have 5-7 

sentences to thoroughly and effectively persuade people to continue reading. 

- Remember to indent 

- Check spelling and grammar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please locate and underline the following in its appropriate colour. Put a checkmark beside 

it once you’ve completed it.  

 

OPENING PARAGRAPH CRITERIA 

 ✓ 
Powerful first sentence (red) 

 

 

Clear purpose of your writing 

(green) 

 

 

Summary of idea 1 (blue) 

 

 

Summary of idea 2 (yellow) 

 

 

Summary of idea 3 (pink) 

 

 

Sentence to wrap up your 

thoughts… end strong! (orange) 

 

 


