Atkinson


English 12

Identity Mobile – Introductory Assignment
Our identities are shaped by intersecting forces: our families, cultures, life experiences, geography, interests, values, beliefs, relationships, goals, and more. In this unit, we’ll be exploring more deeply how these factors shape us (and our actions).
This assignment is designed to get you thinking about your own identity and the forces that shape it, and to practice thinking symbolically. It’s also designed to be a way to help us get to know one another better, as a class.

What are we doing?    You will gather 3-5 personal artefacts, each representing or symbolizing some part of your identity, and craft a simple mobile that you’ll present to the class and then hang from the classroom ceiling. When you are collecting your artefacts, you could consider:

Culture, nationality, language, ability and disability, values, family, relationships, friendships, interests, important experiences, gender, sexual orientation, goals, hopes and dreams, education, work, and more…
Evaluation Criteria:  You will be evaluated on the oral presentation of your mobile.  You must explain the symbolic significance of each item.  You will be graded according to the content and clarity of your presentation, as well as the overall symbolic meaning of your mobile.  You will also write a paragraph about one of your mobile artefacts (see reverse). 
Your audience for this assignment is your class – this presentation can help us build community and get to know one another – so please choose items that represent aspects of your life you feel able to speak about publically. 

Content:  /8

Each object effectively represents some aspect of your identity. You go beyond explanation and into interpretation (you tell us what the object represents). You’ve used 3-5 objects and your mobile is structurally sound. 


Clarity:    /4

Your presentation has an effective structure (greeting and opening, transitions, conclusion). While this is a fairly informal presentation, you are well-prepared and maintain an articulate, engaging tone. 
Notes on the mobile:  We’ll be hanging these mobiles from the ceiling, so make sure they’re light, durable, and strong. Don’t use objects that are precious to you – you could use a photograph or a replica instead, if you need to. 
PRESENTATION DUE DATE: WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 19
Identity Mobiles – Paragraph (/6)
Please choose ONE of the artifacts on your mobile and write a paragraph explaining its meaning. This could be an extended version of your presentation script. 

While this is a personal piece of writing (you will use “I”), it should be an organized, developed, and polished piece of writing, of 150-200 words. 
More detailed criteria:

· Engage your audience with an opening that sets up the ideas you’ll explore in your paragraph

· Be specific and detailed as you write about the meaning of your artifact

· Interpret – make sure explain what the artifact REPRESENTS about an aspect of your identity

· Your written work needs to be precise, proofread, and clear
Paragraph due date: Monday September 24

Content:  /8

Each object effectively represents some aspect of your identity; explanations are thoughtful, thorough, and detailed. You’ve used 3-5 objects and your mobile is structurally sound. 


Clarity:    /4

Your presentation has an effective structure (greeting and opening, transitions, conclusion). While this is a fairly informal presentation, you are well-prepared and maintain an articulate, engaging tone. 

Assessment – Mobile Presentations



Name: ___________________________

Content:  /8

Each object effectively represents some aspect of your identity; explanations are thoughtful, thorough, and detailed. You’ve used 3-5 objects and your mobile is structurally sound. 


Clarity:    /4

Your presentation has an effective structure (greeting and opening, transitions, conclusion). While this is a fairly informal presentation, you are well-prepared and maintain an articulate, engaging tone. 

